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THE 
Grand Queſtion diſcuſsd: 
| 8 . 


What ought to be done in the preſent Poſture 
of AFFAIRS. 


A 


| BETWEEN 
CHRYSOLOGOS, PHILoPAx, and SOPHONIUS. 


 Curys0L0605s. 


Am overjoy'd that we are got together alone in this 
Garden; we may here diſcourſe on the Affairs of 
70) our Commonwealth, at eaſe and undiſturb'd. 
p<. _ Pn1LoPAx. | 
This is no leſs Satisfaction to Me, and I wiſh'd 
earneſtly for ſuch an Opportunity. Let us ſtrike 
down this Walk, and we ſhall meet our Friend 
Methinks I fee him. Tis Sophonius himſelf. He is 
3 | B advancing 


—— - 


Sepbonius. 
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advancing towards Us. Being a Perſon of good Senſe, of Pro- 
bity, and not unſkill'd in State-Affairs, his Converſation may be 
of Advantage to us. 

CuRYs0L0GOs, 

FE ſhall be very glad of his Company. But, in the mean time, 
I'll ſet before you the Plan I have laid down, in order that we may 
proceed more methodically. 

We muſt firſt take a View of the preſent Poſture of Affairs in 
Europe; and that without expatiating too much on its former 8 
tuation, except only ſo far as the Connexion of Events may make 
this neceffary, for the better underſtanding of our Subject. We will 
enquire, without Paſſion or Prejudice, what Reſolution the States- 
General ought, or ought not, to take, relatively to the general 
Poſture above hinted. at; by conducting themſelves purſuant to 
ſuch Motives only as may 'be for their true Intereſt. 

PHILOPAX. 

I like your Plan exceedingly. 
CHRYSOLOGOS, 

Io begin then. The firſt Queſtion I ſhall aſk is: Whether, as 
the Seat of the War is now transferr'd from Germany to France, 
this Circumſtance ought to make us change our Meaſures, and our 
Conduct with regard to the Queen of Hungary? 

PHILOPAX. 

Methinks this will not admit of a Diſpute: And, tis my Opi- 
nion, that the States-General would have acted very prudently, 
had they not ſent twenty thouſand Men to the Confederate Army 
on the Rhine; on the contrary, I think twould have argued much 
more Wiſdom, had they been in the ſame Way of Thinking with 
our Province (Utrecht) and endeavoured to give Peace to Europe, 
by the Way of Mediation or otherwiſe ; in ſhort, had they avoid- 
ed every Step that had a Tendency to War : The avoiding of 
which is the only Point of Sight, the ſole Object which the Su- 
periors of our Province have in View; and ee ſtill perſiſt in it, 
with more Reſolution than ever. 

CnRYVSsOTLO Gos. 

But J muſt tell you this does not redound, in any manner, to their 
Glory; and give me leave to obſerve, without Offence, that ſuch 
A * as this ſhould iber be term'd Weakneſs. 
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Pni- 


* 2 
ED. PHILOPAX. 

As to our Province, We, without ſetting up for your Heroiſin, look 
upon our Conduct as wiſe and prudent ; firmly perſuaded that any 
other muſt have been productive of the greateſt Evils. Nay, we 
don't. ſcruple to declare, that we tremble at the bare Sight of the 
too hazardous, and. at the fame Time needleſs Meaſures, which 
the Province of Holland obliges the States-General to take ; by 
ſtill purſuing its Plan of aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary with 
Troops; and. eſpecially at this Time, in which 'tis evident to us, 
that this Succour is unneceſſary, and cannot but be attended with 
ill Conſequences. This we behold with Sorrow ; and therefore 
ſhould think it a. real Happineſs, could we bring you over to our 
Opinion, 

CHRYSOLOG08s. 

A ſingular Circumſtance is, we ſay exactly the ſame Thing of 
you. To hear you all, indeed, inveigh with ſo much Vehemence 
againſt War, and appear in ſuch a Panic, we are apt to ſuſpect that 
you have catch'd the Enthuſiaſm of the famous Quaker George Fox. 
But here's our Friend Sophonzus. 

SOPHONIUS. 

Gentlemen, you ſeem to be buſy, and fo I won't interrupt you. 
I beg Pardon, and will wait upon you another Time. 
| | PHILOPAX. 

S.tay, I beſeech you, Sophonius. You are one we can confide in, 
Bee aſſur'd that we ſhall not ſcruple to ſpeak. freely before you; and 
deſire you, on the other hand, to deliver your Sentiments withcut 
the leaſt Reſerve. 
| SOPHONIUS. 
a Since I have your Permiſſion, I'll liſten. to you with great Plea- 
ure. | | - 
CHRYSOLOGOS. 
. Toreturn, therefore, to our Converſation. Iam oppoſing an Argu- 
ment of Ph:lopax's. He thinks that the ſole Object which the 
States-General, ſhould have in view: is, to preſerve Peace, ard 
endeavour to procure it for the ſeveral Powers now at Variance ; 
that, in conſequence of this, our Government ſhould uſe every 
Expedient, and employ their Mediation for that Purpoſe, by join- 
ing with ſuch Sovereigns of Europe as may have the fame Views; 
and laſtly, that the States-General, to prevent their running the 
f I : Hazard 
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Hazard of being involv'd in the preſent War, , ugh not to have 
ſent Succours to the 2 of Hungary. 
PHILOPAx. Che 
Such, indeed, were the Sentiments of the Province of breche; 
a manifeſt Proof of the Rectitude and Integrity of our Intentions, 


"% 5h 3 


All who Judge impartially cannot but approve and praiſe them. 


CHRYSO LOGOS. 

To wave every Objection as to the Integrity of your Intentions, 
tho' Perſons ſometimes act wrong, and yet fancy themſelves in the 
right) my Deſign is to ſhew you, firſt, that pacific Projects, tho well 
intended, are ſometimes bad, dangerous, and unſeaſonable. Now 
this may be prov'd by your own Conduct. Secondly, that the 
Overtures you propoſe will not ſuit our preſent Circumſtances. 
Thirdly, that tis a mere Illuſion, an idle Fear, to imagine that the 
Succours with which we furniſh the Queen of Hungary, by Vir- 
tue of Treaties, muſt neceſſarily expoſe us to an impending War 
with France; on the contrary, I am firmly perſuaded that we, by 
theſe very Succours, ſhall be enabled to bring Matters to ſuch a 
happy Criſis, as will make a Peace poſſible and practicable : That 
tis not indeed our Buſineſs to make the firſt Overtures for that pur- 
poſe, fince ſuch an Endeavour would be unſucceſsful, and we con- 
ſequently ſhould loſe our Aim. I ſhall not forget to anſwer ſuch 
Objections as.may be raiſed from the Article of Oeconomy ; and will 
conclude, from the whole, that tis the Duty of the States-Ge- 


neral, not only to ſupport the Meaſures they have already taken 


for afſiſting the Queen of Hungary in the preſent War ; but like- 
wiſe proceed, ſeriouſly and immediately, in the laſt Augmentation 
of their Troops reſolved upon by them ; and re-inforce the Garri- 
ſons of the Frontier 'Towns and the Barrier, in order to ſecure them 

om all Infults ; and even prepare for ſtill greater Matters, in cafe 


Neceſſity and the Circumſtances of Things ſhould require it. All 


this I ſhall ſhew is the true Anſwer to the grand i: Abet 
ought to be done? 
PrLoPAX. 

This, indeed, is a noble Plan as you ſet it forth; but permit me 
to obſerve, that you promiſe more than you can perform. You'll 
ſcarce be able, for inſtance, to perſuade me, that this is not a fit 
Seafon for labouring at Peace ; tho? tis almoſt evident, that, if we 


delay but a Moment longer, all Europe rans the Hazard of being 


involv'd in a general War; and conſequently that we ſhall i 
| 8 8. 
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facit, ait Ambroſius. Vid. Grotius, Lib. IT. de Jure Belli ac Pacis, Cap. xxv. & 4. 
i | i | | 8 


Grily ſhare in it; but this is what we would abſolutely avoid. Such, 
70u are ſenſible, is our grand Syſtem. Peace only can be for our pur- 


— and War will inevitably be our Ruin. This is a fix d Prin- 
cipley from which we can never depart, 


CHRVTYSOLOOGUuSs. | 
And yet I don't fear the making you change your Opinion, pro- 


' vided you will but keep your Word, and liſten to me patiently, and 


without Prejudice. I agree with you, in general, that Peace is 
one of the moſt valuable Bleſſings; as, on the contrary, that War is 
truly a Scourge ſent from Heaven, and the Source of numberleſsEvils; 
that conſequently Prudence bids us employ every Method poſſible 
to avoid and prevent it ; but yet without dreading it *, I likewiſe 


know, that this precious Bleſſing is of the higheſt Importance to 


a trading Nation, which owes its whole Wealth to its Traffic with 
Foreigners ; but then, ſuch a Nation ſhou'd not permit thoſe very 
Foreigners to ſeize upon their ancient and eſſential Commerce, to 
their Prejudice. 
Thus general Maxims have their Reſtrictions and Exceptions. 
Grotius, citing one of the Fathers of the Church, obſerves; That 
he who does ney an Ally, when tis in his Power to do it, is 
equally guilty with the ee ＋. | 
To make you ſenſible, that it is abſolutely neceſſary on man 
Occaſions, to leave thoſe general Rules which adviſe the ſeeking 


for Peace ; and that frequently true Prudence and Foreſight re- 

uire us to depart from them for a Time: Twill be enough 
that I point out to you, (without having recourſe to foreign Ex- 
amples, or digreſſing from our Subject) the ſad, the fatal In- 
fluence which the too pacific Reſolutions of the Province of Utrecht 
muſt certainly have had on all the Affairs of Europe in general, 
had they unhappily been followed. 1 

Tou cannot be ignorant, that the Reſolutions of the Province of 
Utrecht, in 1741 and 1742, tended directly to a Treaty of Neu- 
trality with France; from a Suppoſition which then prevailed, that 


che Safety of the Commonwealth depended ſolely on the Preſerua- 


tion of a good Union, and ſtrict Friendſhip with that Crown. You 
know that, in all the ſubſequent Reſolutions, the Province in que- 


Non times bellum non provocas. Plin. in Panegyr. & 6. | 
+ Dui non repellit injuriam d ſocio, fi poteſt, tam eft in vitio, quam ille, qui 


ſtion 


6 
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1 


ſtion was ever propoſing, in Concert with the Miniſters of France, 
the way of Negociation. But you cannot be likewiſe ignorant, 
that had the Province of Holland committed ſo groſs a Blunder, as 
to ſecond that mean, that unworthy Reſolution; our Common- 


wealth wou'd, from that Inſtant, have broke all thoſe Engage- 


ments which unite them to Great-Britain ; that they thereby 
wou'd have ruin'd all Confidence, all Hopes of Union and Har- 
mony with his Br:#annic Majeſty ; and tis univerſally known, that 


neither this Prince, his Miniſtry, nor the Britiſb Nation, would 


ſo much as hear of giving the leaſt Succour to the Queen of Hun- 
gary, except this were done with our Aid and Concurrence. Now, 
you cannot deny but that, had not his Britannic Majeſty taken the 
generous Reſolution of marching to the Rhine at the Head of a 
powerful Army, to awe that of France, commanded by Marſhal 
Noailles; the very Troops which form'd that Army would have 
been ſent into Bavaria; and that this, when joined with Mar- 
ſhal Broglio's Army, would have enabled the latter General, not 
only to maintain himſelf in that Electorate; but even execute the 


grand Project form'd at Verſailles, of —_—_ the Campaign by 


the Siege of Paſſaw, and cloſing it with that of Vienna. 

Such (Sir) would have been the almoſt infallible Conſequence 
of your Reſolutions, of Aug. 25, Sept. 9, Oct. 14, 1741; of 
Fan. 8, and Febr. 15, 1743; and of the ſpecious Arguments al- 
ledg'd by you afterwards; Arguments (give me leave to ſay) in- 
ſpir'd by groundleſs Fears, and the narrow Views of a preſent or 


ſpecious Intereſt. Who can ſay whether, in caſe our Province had 


acted as weakly as yours, the Walls of Vienna would not, the In- 
ſtant I am ſpeaking, have been demoliſhing by the moſt ambitious 
Nation in Europe; a Nation who, when ſucceſsful, are found 
equally inſatiable, proud and untractable ? Our Chronicles furniſh 
a moſt dreadful ra of the Truth of this; and your Province in 
particular has experienc'd it more fatally than any other. 
. : PHILOPAxX. 
I grant this laſt Article. Manet alta mente repoſtum. 
Ek” S800 PHONIVus. . 
And J am ſure you ought never to forget it. 
| CR VSsOLOGus. 4 
T beſeech you, to image to yourſelf for a Moment (without di- 
greſſing from our Subject) the trembling, the doubtful, and per- 
plex'd Condition to which we muſt have been reduc'd, at the 


Sight 
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1 An 
Sight of all thoſe Victories and Advantages. Do you imagine that 
the Heads of the Province of Utrecht would then have exhorted 
us to take Counſels of a ſtrong and vigorous Nature, in order to 
check the Courſe of thoſe Victories ? You are but too well ac- 


7 quainted (Sir) with the Inclination and Tendency of your Princi- 
. pals, not to be perſuaded, on the contrary, that the ſame Spirit of 


Puſillanimity, of Fear and Terror, which had gy, = us to a 
Neutrality with France, would have diſpirited us; have thrown 
us into a Conſternation ; and forc'd us to the moſt abject, the moſt 
groveling Submiſſions ; happy, thrice happy, in obtaining, from 
the Mercy of the Victor, a few Years of Liberty; by giving him, 
at the ſame Time, an Opportunity to break on a ſudden the Bar- 
riers which ſeparate us, and afterwards poſſeſs himſelf of them. 
To this ſad Extremity, in all probability, the Counſels taken 
by your Province would have led us directly, had not the States of 
Holland, by their more extenſive. and more piercing Views, fore- 
ſeen the Evil; and been ſenſible that the Remedy was in their 
_ own Hands. Had they not foreſeen that the Queen of Hungary, 
notwithſtanding the mighty Efforts made by her, was going to 
fink, unleſs powerfully ſuccour'd; and that it was abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary our Commonwealth ſhould evince to the King of Great- 
Britain, that they were fix'd in this noble Deſign, and ready to 


ſecond his Enterprizes, in order to fave that generous Princeſs. 
Such were the Motives which gave riſe to the Reſolution taken 
the fecond of laſt February. The Effects of it you have ſeen. 


His Britannic Majeſty, encourag'd and ſtrengthened thereby in 


his grand Project, croſs'd the Sea; he march'd to the Rhine, at 


1 the Head of above fifty thouſand Men; he check'd the Career of 


the French Army; prevented that of Bavaria from receiving its 
Reinforcements, and thereby enabled Prince Charles of Lorrain to 
drive the French out of that Electorate; and, ſoon after, to force 
them to evacuate Germany, and retire towards their own Fron- 
tiers. ; | 

Hence, no one could deny, without Injuſtice, the Province of 
Holland the Glory of having laid the firſt Foundation of this great 


and marvellous Event, I mean the Evacuation of Germany. I own, 


Indeed, that this Province was afterwards ſeconded by three 
others ; and that, by their Concurrence, we have happily executed 
what we alone dar'd to reſolve upon. But I muſt obſerve (pleaſe, 

Sophronius, to be more particularly attentive here) that this was 

compals'd. 
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compaſs d only by ſiruggling erf 
poſitions of the: Province of Utrecht, which, notwithſtanding it 


now perceives clearly the admirable Effects produced by our Reſo- 
lations, ſtill continues to traverſe and oppoſe them. {3619 


380 rHONI Us. 


This really ſurprizes Me, and I therefore am impatient to know 


what Anſwer Philapax will make; and what Arguments he will 


offer in Juſtification of the Province of Utrecht, 


N PILOoPAx. e | 
I don't pretend to juſtify every Step taken by our Province. How 


upright ſoever its Intentions might be, it yet may have been miſtaken 
in ſome Particulars, At the ſame time, tis not my Intention to 


deprive the Province of Holland, of the Merit of having contributed, 
in ſome meaſure, to the happy Change wrought in Germany. We 
may ſuppoſe, with great probability, that the Reſolution taken by 
this Province, contributed not a little to determine his Britannic 


Majeſty to reſolve upon whatever he has ſince undertaken; a Proof 
of this is, the Voyage which the Lord Carteret undertook, by that 


King's Order, laſt Autumn to the Hague, in order to ſound the In- 
tentions of the States-General. Tis certain that, upon the Re- 


port made by this Miniſter, of our Diſſentions, with regard to the 


ſending of Succours, all the Meaſures taken, for making an At- 


tempt againſt France, were broke and defeated; the King of 


Great-Britain, and his Miniſtry, being unwilling to hazard an 
Enterprize of ſo much Conſequence, without they were firſt aſ- 
ſur d ofthe Concurrence of the States-General. The Truth of 
what is here aſſerted proves to a Demonſtration, that the Reſolu- 
tion taken by, the Province of Holland, the 2d of February, deter- 
min'd his B#itannic Majeſty to march to the Rhine: But whe- 
ther this Province ſhould thence aſcribe to itſelf the Glory of eva- 
cuating Germany, and aſſert that this was owing entirely to its 
Foreſight, is ſtill a Queſtion. Chance had no little Share in this 
Work; and, in like manner, as the Event has juſtified the Conduct 
of the Province of Holland, it might (mutatis mutandis) have pro- 


- nounced in favour of that of Utrecht. For who will preſume to aſ- 
ſert that, in caſe Recourſe had been immediately had to Negocia- 
tions and pacific Overtures, (as we were ever ſuggeſting) by mak- 


ing perpetually the ſtrongeſt and moſt urgent Sollicitations for that 
purpoſe; who, I fay, will preſume to aſſert, that we ſhould not 
| 8 i hereby 
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hereby have cut the Root of all thoſe Evils with which Europe is 
er A RET | 1 bay e 
Reit i 

e CHR YSOLOGOS, 


Reaſon, join'd to a would have proved to you the 
Impoſſibility of this; by repreſenting the true Deſigns of the 
1 in J . e f ja | | . 
French; and by diſcovering the Artifices and falſe Appearances of 
Peace, with which their chief Miniſter endeavoured to cover them, 
merely to impoſe upon the Weak and Credulous ; in fine, by 
proving to you the Abſurdity of truſting, or even ſo much as li- 
nenn bs, the random, Diſcourſes and deceitful Aſſurances of the 
pacific Diſpoſitions of a Court, which, at that very inſtant, deli- 
berately, and ſolely. from ambitious Views, was carrying Terror 
and Deſolation into various Parts of Europe. You doubtleſs cannot 
have forgot that the French Miniſters, ever confining themſelves 
to generals, were then laying many Snares for us; by infinuating 
that their Court was ready to liſten to Plans and Propoſals for an 
Accommodation; hoping by theſe Artifices to draw us (then quite 
blinded by them) into Engagements of a dangerous Tendency : 
But we, by ſtanding more upon our Guard than they were aware 
of, always eluded their Stratagems. The Conſequences of this 
are now well known to the Province of Utrecht, The French Em- 
baſſador thus baffled in his Project, at laſt infinuated, in Fuly 
1742, certain vague, imperfect and random Propoſitions, calcu- 
lated merely to amuſe and raiſe Doubts in the Minds of thoſe who 
had not Skill enough to diſcover the Purpoſe for which they were 
intended. Happily, they had been examined by knowing and ju- 
dicious Perſons, who made a proper Uſe of them; whilit, on the 
other Hand, the Embaſlador in queſtion who had communicated 
this Rhapſody, endeavoured to impoſe upon and deceive you, by 
: pretending that an admirable Project had been communicated to 
the Province of Holland; but that its Principals, too ſtrongly in- 
clined to War, and utterly averſe to Peace, would not pay a due 
Regard to it ; endeavouring, by thoſe Wiles, to make you ſuſpect 
one another, and to ſow Jealouſies and Diviſions among us. How- 
ever, Truth at laſt prevailed, and the Artifice has been ſeen 
through. \You doubtleſs, Sophonius, would conclude after this, 
that ſuch 4 Diſcovery muſt naturally have open'd the Eyes of the 
Principals of the Province of Utrecht ; and yet, ſo far from it, they 
{till continue firmly perſuaded of the upright Intentions of the French. 
But this is not all. Baron Haſlang's Plan, of Peace, appeared on 
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wards with ſuch authentic Marks as could not be diſputed; and 

evidently demonſtrated to all Europe, that whoſoever thought it 

would be poſſible to obtain, from France and the Emperor, re- 

ſonable Conditions of Peace, were greatly miſtaken in their Con- 

jectures; and yet, the Principals of the Province of Utrecht ſhut 

their Eyes to ſuch manifeſt Evidence, and ſtill run after a Chi- 

mera. . . : 

PHILOP Ax. | 
Nevertheleſs, there are ſome Perſons among us, who aſſert that 

an advantageous Peace might have been obtain'd, notwithſtanding 

your Aſſertions to the contrary, _ | 

i : * CHRYSOLOGOS. 

4 | I grant you that a Peace might have been obtain'd; but what 

kind of one? A Peace diftated wholly by France, that is, upon 

1 our ſubſcribing to the Ruin of the Queen of Hungary, by conſent- 

ih | ing to indemnify the French King for the Sums which this War 

2 may have coſt him, at the Expence of our Barrier; by delivering 
up Luxemburg and the Low-Countries, torn from the Houſe of 
Auſtria ; which, as has been fince diſcover'd, the Emperor had 
promis'd to; give up to the French, by a ſecret Article of his 

- gloomy Treaty with that Crown ; by permitting a new Branch of 
the Houſe of Bourbon to ſettle in Italy; and allowing Spain the ſu- 

reme Dominion of the Seas in all Parts of America. Tis granted 

indeed, that a Peace might have been obtained on theſe Terms : 
But then, for ſome Perſons to flatter themſelves, that Conditions 
of a more advantageous and favourable Nature could have been 
obtained from a haughty Power, duly ſenſible of its own Advan- 
tages; and thence enabled to make whatever Attempts it pleas'd, the 
Inſtant it ſhould be perfectly aſſur'd of the Inaction of the Mari- 
time Powers, is Folly, Madneſs, and moſt unaccountable Blind- 
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ll . PHILOPAx. 

ll I believe twere needleſs to obſerve, that we had no Intentions 
of making fuch a Peace. | 

CHRYSOL 0G0s, 

j I will take it for granted you had not : But then do you know, 
0 | that tho' this was not your Intentions, yet the Reſult of your 
Maxims and Conduct have been ſuch, as had made it impoſſible 
if for you to obtain any other ; and that the only Method to ſecure 
5 ourſelves, waz, to ſide with Juſtice and Equity; and to ſuccour, 
| | | | A8 
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is your Opinion of this Matter? 


as we now do, the Queen of Hungary. Tell me, Sopbonius, what 


SOPHONIUS. 


” "os ſpeak my real Thoughts : It appears highly probable to me, 


that ſuch a Peace muſt have been concluded, as would have been 


fatal to the Liberty of Europe, had the Principles on which I per- 
ceive the Province of Utrecht ated, been the prevailing Principles 
of the States-General ; and in caſe a contrary Courſe had not been 
taken, the happy Succeſs whereof evidently ſhows theWiſdom which 


directed it. The Queſtion therefore is: Whether, now that the 


Face of Things is ſo greatly chang'd ; and, in ſuch a manner, that 
France cannot carry its Pretenſions ſo far, it would not be proper 


to enter into a Negotiation with that Crown ? 


PHILOPAxX. 
I fancy this is an Article Chryſologos won't conteſt. Tis ſelf-evi- 
dent; and if we have been in a wrong Argument hitherto, we, 


at leaſt, ſhall be in a right one this Time. 


CH RVYSOLOGos. 

I don't think ſo; Affairs have not yet attain'd a ſufficient De- 
gree of Maturity, for us to expect any Advantage from Negociati- 
ons. A Child, in order to be healthy and vigorous, muſt come 
forth in due Time; and the ſame may be obſerved with regard to 
a good and ſolid Peace. An able Politician knows, that immature 


Negociations only prove the Sharpneſs of the contraſting Humours 
of Princes: And that, ſo far from tempering them, the Knowledge 


they have of their mutual Oppoſition, heightens their Reſentment; 
and only exaſperates them the more againſt one another ; and of 
this, the famous Plan of Peace hinted at above, is a glaring Proof. 
'Tis evident that Affairs are not yet come to ſuch a Criſis, as can 
make us expect Peace upon reaſonable Conditions. The Events of 
War, conſidering the critical Situation the Armies are now in, in- 
= the contending Parties with boundleſs Hopes; which, for 

at very Reaſon, interfere too much one with the other. To find 
out Expedients for a Reconciliation would be impoſſible. For this 
reaſon we muſt wait till the End of the Campaign. Poſſibly a 
greater Calm may enſue ; ſuch a one as will enable us to ſee which 
Way to ſet the Sails, in order (if I may be allowed the Figure) to 
carry the Negociations into a good Harbour, 
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Your Reflexion is juſt enough; but the only Inference which 


Winter. | 
TS CRHRYSOLO Gos. . 

I don't hereby pretend to fix exactly upon the Time when it 
will be proper to conclude it; the Event muſt point this out. All 
I mean is; that ſince the Seaſon for it is not yet come, tis our in- 
diſpenſable Duty, in the interim, to purſue, with the utmoſt Stea- 
dineſs and Vigour, our Plan with regard to the Queen of Hungary ; 
and farther, muſt act in ſuch a manner, that the Scale may turn 
on that Side which our Intereſt requires it ſhould fix; preparing 
ourſelves for ſtill greater Efforts, (in caſe this ſhould be neceſſary) 
by taking ſuch Meaſures as may enable us to make a powerful De- 
fence, on the Side of our Barrier, next Spring. Tis neceſſary that 


61 theſe ſeveral prudent Precautions ſhould be taken; but then we 


muſt not ſtop even here. \We-muſt | likewiſe ſeriouſly endeavour 
to procure, even now, fix'd-Succours, and ſolid Supports againſt 
all Dangers which may annoy us, by: renewing our ancient Al- 
liances, and by endeavouring to unite ourſelves {till more intimately 
with the ſeveral Powers who favour her Hungarian Majeſty. They 


all have the ſame Principles. and Views with us; and are obliged, 


for their own Security, to guard no leſs againſt France. Thus they 
are happily diſpos'd to affiſt us with their Forces whenever this 
may be neceſſary, and to join with us in promoting the Common 


Cauſe. 
PHILOPAX, | 
This ſerve directly for my Purpoſe : For theſe Meaſures, which 
you at this Time conclude ſo neceſſary, fully juſtify the Wiſdom 
and Foreſight of the Principals of our Province; when they were ſo 
apprehenſive that the States-General would inſenſibly engage in 
a ruinous War. For now, ſpite of your fine Operations and your 
' ſubtle Arguments, we are upon the Point of being dragg'd inevit- 
: ably into this Labyrinth. | 
” __CHRYSOLOGOS. 17 5 

Vou quite miſtake the Matter, Philopax, if you conclude that I 
ſuppoſe the States-General are thereby engag'd in a general War, 
Far am I from thinking ſo: On the contrary, I ſhall be leſs ap- 
prehenſive of a War, provided we do but take good Meaſures for car- 
rying it on effectually, in caſe our Intereſt, and 8 of 
| ings 
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can be drawn from it is, that we mult ſuſpend the Peace till next 
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Things ſhould force us into one. We only act agreeably to the 
Dictates of Honour, to our Treaties; in a Word, to the Duty we 
owe ourſelves as a wiſe Commonwealth. No reaſonable Perſon 
can object to this; ſo far from it, we muſt neceſſarily be very 
much applauded for it, as tis not the States-General who act in 
this War. They are obliged to ſuccour, either by Money or 
Troops, the Queen of Hungary, (and this at her Option) when- 
ever the Inheritance devolved to her from her Anceſtors ſhould be at- 
tack d. Now, we have aſſiſted the Queen ; and her Majeſty chu- 
ſing, in the late Tranſaction, Forces, we ſent Troops to her. Tis 
her Buſineſs to employ them, againſt thoſe who attack'd her, as ſhe 
ſhall think proper. This is noways our Concern. If the French 
ſhould happen, on this Occaſion, to be unjuſt Aggreſſors, to their 
Prejudice, ſo much the worſe for them ; this is not our Fault, Why 
did not they follow our Counſels * ? Had they complied with, and 
adhered to them ; and fulfilled (purſuant to our Requeſt, and as we 
ourſelves have done) their Engagements, inſtead of infringing them 
directly; the Queen of Hungary would not be under a Neceſſity of 
employing our Troops againſt them: Sz/efa had not chang'd its 
Sovereign, nor would an Equivalent be now ſought for. 

| PHILOPAX. | | 
Gently, Chryſologos : This Argument would be juſt, were the 
Queen of Hungary's Territories attack'd again; but 'tis quite other- 


wiſe. The guarranteed Succeſſion is no longer attack'd ; tis France is 


ſo; and this very Circumſtance will kindle a War between that 


Crown and the States-General ; and plunge us into thoſe Misfor- 


tunes which the Province of Utrecht foreſaw but too plainly : For 
what mighty Reaſon ſhould urge us to favour the Continuation of 
a War, which this Crown would conſider as offenſive ? 
= CHRYSOL 0GOS. 
I am overjoy'd that you furniſh me with an Opportunity of re- 


i moving all your Doubts with reſpect to a Point which is very well 


fix d, notwithſtanding the Artifice of the French Court, in turning 
ambiguous Terms to their Advantage, have made a Queſtion of it. 
I know they have pretended to infinuate, that ſhould the French be 
attack'd in their Dominions, the War would change its Nature, 
and become, with regard to them, a defenſive War; and, by a 
parity of Reaſoning, an offenſive War with reſpect to the Queen 


See the Reſelution, 
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{ 14 MOR 
of Hungary, ind each of her Allies. However, in order to clear 


up entirely this Ambiguity, I need only determine and fix upon 


the true Senſe of the Words Offenfive and Defenfrve. For this Pur- 
poſe we need but obſerve, that the Adjective as well as the Parti- 


ciple offending, are derived from the Verb to offend, which has twoSig- 


nifications, and thoſe very different ones. By the former, which is 
the moſt natural, this Verb expreſſes the Action by which an Of- 
fence, an Affront, an Injury is committed towards any One; or a 
Wrong that is done him, either in his Perſon or his Poſſeſſions: 


And in the ſecond Caſe, it ſignifies, to hurt, to incommode, to do 


Harm to; and 'tis in the latter Senſe that we call a Sword, or a 
Piſtol, offenſive Weapons; and, by Oppoſition, a Helmet, or Cuiraſs, 
defenſive Arms. But take notice, that 'tis in the firſt Senſe we 


properly fay an offenſive War ; as this ſuppoſes, in the offending Par- 
ty or Agreſſor, an Offence, an Injury, or real Damage done, in 
Prejudice to the Perſon offended, who, on that very Account, has 


a juſt Right to require Satisfaction. This made the learned Gund- 
ling ſay, that juſt Wars are never, in Propriety of Speech, offenſive . 
And now, to make a proper Applicatien of theſe Terms, in their 
two different Senſes; we may truly ſay, in the ſecond Senſe, that 
the military Operations of the Queen of Hungary's Armies, by 
their entering France, are offenſive Operations, becauſe they will 
hart, incommode, and annoy the French; and that, on the contra- 
ry, the Operations undertaken by the French, to oppoſe and ward 
off this Evil, will be defenſive Operations. But notwithſtanding 
this, as the War which gave riſe to theſe Operations and Attacks is 
unjuſt, they being begun by the French without any lawful Cauſe, 
which conſequently muſt be exceedingly offenfive ; *twill there- 
fore, in the firſt Senſe, be a very offenſive War, with reſpect to 
them; and, for this very reaſon, @ defenſive War with regard to 
the Queen of Hungary, even whilſt ſhe continues to repulſe the 
Injury done her, quite into the Dominions of her Enemy, in order 
to procure herſelf Satisfaction. The unjuſt Agreffor is ftill the 
Agreſſor, tho* he be vanquiſhed ; and his Enemy, for the very 
ſame Reaſon, 1s ſtill the Party offended, tho* he has the good For- 
tune to defeat his Adverſary, who firft atack'd him without a juſt 
Cauſe : Nay, ſhould the Victor go ſo far as to kill his Adverſary, 


" Gundling, Fur Nature ac Gentium, Cap. XX. 6. 
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the Laws would not puniſh him +. But were the Terms Ofen/ive 
and Defenſive taken in the Senſe to which the French * to 
apply them, the Reſult would be, that, in one and the ſame Cam- 
ign, during which Events ſhould fluctuate, and be ſometimes 
appy, and at other times unfortunate (as is very often the Caſe) 
the Conſequence, I ſay, muſt be, that the War would change its 


Nature as often, and be alternately offenfive and defenſive, which is 
a a manifeſt Abſurdity. We muſt look upon him, ſays Puffendorff *, 


as the Agreſſor, who firſt meditates a Deſign to hurt, and firft pre- 
fares to put bis Defign in Execution; tho" it ſhould afterwards 


2 come to paſs, that the other, happening to diſcover the Preparations, 
* ſhould be beforehand with him, and begin Ads of Hoftility. For, 


adds he, ro call a Defence a juſt one, tis not always neceſſary that 


24 Perſon ſhould receive the firſt Blow; or only ward off and re- 


pulſe thoſe which an Agreſſor is a#tually levelling at him. *Tis lau- 


Ful, ſays this Author a little before, in the State of Nature, to an- 


Licipate the Agreſſor. Now, if it be lawful to anticipate an Ene- 
my before we are attack'd by him, much more may we lawfully 


purſue him into his own Territories, when he himſelf was the firſt 
Aggreſſor, and employed his whole Force in the Attack; and this 
gives the Queen of Hungary a Right to purſue the French into their 
own Country. Accordingly Puffe obſerves, Lib. II. Cap. V. 
§ 3. that, in the State of Nature, we have 4 Right, not only to re- 
pulſe a preſent Danger which threatens us; but hkewiſe, after 
having ſecured ourſelves from it, to purſue the Aggreſſor, till ſuch 
Time as he ſhall have given us ſufficient Security with regard to his 


future Bebaviour. 


Is it not therefore evident, dear Philopax, that according to the 
genuine Signification of the Terms ofenfve and defenſive, the 
French, who were unjuſtly the offending Party, carry on a defen- 
five War ; and that her Hungarian Majeſty is actually purſuing a 
defenſive one, ſince ſhe is ſtill the offended Party? Add to this, 


that we underſtand theſe very Terms exactly in the ſame Senſe, 


when we ſpeak of a defenſive Alliance; as alſo, when a Power, 
in contracting it, promiſes to ſuecour his Ally, in caſe he ſhould be 
unjuſtly attack'd ; and eſpecially if it be ſtipulated, as in our Trea- 


+ L. Cum. 3. Cod. Cod. ad legem Corueliam de Sicariis, L. Siquis. ibidem. 


I L. Liceat. ibidem, 


* Puffendorff de jure naturali & gentium, Kb, A. cad. 5. $6, 
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ty of 1732 with the Queen of Hungary; That the Aggreſſor 
5 all be repulsd; and Satisfaction, Reparation, as alſo entire Secu- 
+ rity obtain'd for the Party attach d; which may be done (obſerve 
this) without a Declaration of War; ſince the Article of denoun- 
I  cing it is likewiſe ſtipulated afterwards, as a third and laſt Expe- 9 
Ws dient, when we ſuccour our Ally ttotis viribus, with all our Might; | 

whence tis clear as the Sun, from the Tenor of this Article in our 
Treaty, that we are obliged to furniſh Forces to her Hungarian 
Majeſty, for her to act, uſe, and employ them againſt her Aggreſ- 
ſors, . wherever they may be wanted; in order to obtain, from them, 
a Satisfaction for the preſent, and Security for the Time to come. 

But before I conclude this Anſwer, I cannot forbear citing Puf- 
fendorff once, again, His Deciſion is fo well adapted to our Pur- 
poſe, that it muſt be a Pleaſure to you to hear it. He, ſays that 
Author *, who takes up Arms, is confider'd as acting defenſively, 
when he attacks an Enemy, who had made Incurſions into his Terri- 
tories ; but withdrew ſpeedily, when he few he was ready to repulſe 

him, Don't you here figure to yourſelf Broglio retiring with Pre- 
Cipitation, and Prince Charles purſuing the French quite to the 
Rhine? And would one not conclude that Puffendorff, when he 
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wrote in this manner, had this very Incident in view ? T 
. HL 41 _ SoPHONIuvds. 1 
= To ſpeak freely, Chryſologos; methinks you take great Pains to 
1 no Purpoſe, in order to deſtroy a Propoſition advanc'd (artfully 
nn enough indeed by the French) when they imagin'd it for their Ad- 
_- vantage ; and that they would have an Opportunity of intimida- 
i ting the Allies of her Hungarian Majeſty ; and, by the idle Fear of 
5 plunging into a War, prevent their purſuing the French Armies in- 
Wi | to their Country, But I am certain (and would ſtake any Wager 
3 upon it) that, they will now diſſemble; ſo far from pretending to 
ll. | oppoſe our Opinion, nor will conſider, agreeably to their firſt In- 
11 ſinuations, as a Rupture and a Declaration of War, the Union of 
wit the Maritime Powers, in their combin'd Attacks, with the Armies 
1 of the Queen of Hungary. You'll not find them maintain this Ar- 
ii gument any longer, ſince it would not ſuit their purpoſe. The French 
lite are too much, afraid of drawing upon themſelves new maritimeEne- 
% mies, as well as Land Armies. You'll ſee them, on the contraK- 
5 ry (remark this Circumſtance) endeavour to apologize for the For- 
ö | De Fure Naturali & Gintium, Lib, 8. cap. 6. ſub fine & 3. | 
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tifications they are carrying on at Dunkirk ; Fortifications begun 


by them in no other View than to excite your Fears. You'll hear 
them affirm, that they are ready to demoliſh all fuch Works as 
may give Umbrage, the Inſtant any Overtures of Peace ſhall be 
„ | | 

CHRYSOLOGOS, 

This is not a random Conjecture, for we begin, even now, to 
perceive the Effects of it. You have partly anticipated, by what 

ou juſt now ſaid, one more Reaſon which I intended to offer 
Philopax, in order to calm his Apprehenſions with regard to a War. 
I would have obſerv'd to him, that as the French were forc'd to 
have recourſe to every Expedient they could think of, in order to 
reſiſt the Forces of Great Britain, and the few Succours ſent by 
us ; they will not attempt to provoke us to a general War, ſince 
this would draw upon them fifty or ſixty thouſand Soldiers, Cc. 
more ; and conſequently that we may freely, and without the leaſt 
Hazard, act agreeably to the Dictates of our Duty and Honour. 
The French, ſo far from endeavouring, by their Chicanery, to 
draw that heavy Burthen upon their own Shoulders, will, in all 
probability, uſe their utmoſt Endeavours, and ſet every Engine at 
work, to ſhift it from them. Be aſſur'd therefore, that we have 
nothing to apprehend from War, except ſo far as we ourſelves 
ſhall think fit to engage in, and imagine it for our Purpoſe. 

IS PHiLoPAX. : 

It nevertheleſs would have argued more Wiſdom, had we not 
ſent Troops to attack the French in their own Dominions ; a Cir- 
cumſtance which, in my Opinion, as well as that of the Princi- 
pals of Utrecht, has ſomething odious in it; not to mention its be- 
ing quite irreconcileable with the many repeated Proteſtations 
made by us to that Crown, of our Deſire to live in Harmony and 
Friendſhip with it : Promiſes, no leſs binding than thoſe whic 
engage us to her Hungarian Majeſty. - : 

CHRYSOLOGOS, 

You ſtill, Ph:lopax, are in an Error, when you ſpeak as tho 
we had furniſhed Troops for attacking the French in their own 
Territories. Need I repeat, that if the Succours ſent by us act in 


concert with the other Forces, this muſt be aſcribed wholly to 


the Effect of Events, all which are in the Hand of Providence. 


When the Province of Holland reſolved, in February laſt, to fur- 


niſh the Queen of Hungary with twenty thouſand Men; twas _ 
| F | e 


the Intention of ſending them into Germany, to defend the Do- 
minions of this Princeſs, then menac'd by the French and Bava- 
rian Armies, agreeably to our Treaties with her. But, by our 
Dilatorineſs, our Irreſolutions, and (to our Shame I ſpeak it) the 
little Harmony and Union ſubſiſting between us, our Troops 
march' d fix Months later than they ſhould have done. If the Suc- 
ceſs of her Hungarian Majeſty's Arms has been ſuch, that ſhe can 
employ them only on the Frontiers of France, ſo much the worſe 
for that Court: But then they can't blame us on this account; ſince 
we, being equally oblig'd to ſuccour that Princeſs till a Peace may be 
obtain'd, (conſidering the Indemnfications and Securities which 
we have engag'd ourſelves to procure her) can make no Alteration 
in our firſt Diſpoſitions, without failing in our Engagements, and 
violating our Treaties. And, as the Court of France cannot diſap- 
prove of our granting Subſidies laſt Year ; neither can they now 
juſtly blame us, for ſending Troops, ſince they are in lieu of thoſe 
very Subſidies; Is it not evident that, had the Court of Vienna 
preferr d Money, they might have expended it in levying other 
Troops, to employ them at Pleaſure ; Troops whoſe Place ours, 
in reality, only ſupply; but yet with this Difference, that we 
thereby fave conſiderable Sums; and have the vaſt Advantage of 
inuring our Soldiers to War, and training up Officers and Generals, | 
whoſe Services may be very neceſſary; a Circumſtance of ſuch © 
mighty Importance to us, that we have already felt the Diſadvan- * 
tages ariſing from the want of Exerciſe and Skill ; not to mention, 
that we had been the only People in Europe ignorant in War; at 
a Time that the other Nations of it, and eſpecially our Neigh- 
bours, would have been acquiring ſuch a Knowledge and Expe- 
rience therein, as muſt neceſſarily have, one Day or other, been 
fatal to us. 5 „%% wy 

With regard to the Promiſes which (ſay you) have been made 
to the French, vi. of our living in Harmony and Friendſhip with 
that Court; it does not appear to me that we have violated them 
in any manner. Twas not meant, by theſe Promiſes, that we, 
for their Sakes, ſhould infringe our Treaties. Tis evident, on the 
contrary, to the whole World, that, in all our Reſolutions, we ex- 
preſsly reſerved to ourſelves the Liberty of fulfilling our Engagements, 
and obſerving our Treaties. It becomes that Crown only to ſign Trea- 
ties, and declare, immediately after, that they will not execute them; 


as was the Caſe after the Treaty of Seville in 1729, and of the Pre- 
> > -.- Inmunaries 
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Project turn'd effentially on a Mediation; for which Purpoſe you in- 


# * 
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liminaries of 1736 a Circumſtance the Emperor can teſtify, and 


which might have taught him to ſuſpect the French. But we, for 
our Parts, are utterly unacquainted with, and deteſt all ſuch Pro- 
ceedings. We ought, on the contrary, to pride ourſelves in ad- 
hering ſtrictly to the ſolemn Promiſes and Oaths made by us; 
thrice happy. that the horrid Politics of forfeiting them, which has 
now brought France under ſuch Difficulties, are unknown to us. But 
it may be obſerv'd, that thoſe who lay fraudful Snares, are them- 
ſelves often intangled with them. Circumventt enim fraus atque 
injuria quemque; atque unde exorta eft, in eum plerumque revertit. 

| = > SOPHONIUS, 

As to your ſtiling yourſelves rigid Obſervers of Treaties, a Title 
which you aſſume, give me leave to ſay that I can ſcarce allow it 
you. Your Dilatorineſs, your Uncertainty, and the ſad Dilemma 
in which you left her Hungarian Majeſty for two Years, by expo- 
ſing Germany to the moſt fatal Revolutions, are no great Inſtances 
of this pretended Rigidneſs. But ſince that Evil is partly reme- 
died, let us wave it, and return to the eſſential Article, which 
moſt concerns the States of Utrecht ; for Philopax, in caſe I don't 
miſinterpret his Looks, is not yet ſatisfied with our Anſwers. I per- 
ceive that he inſiſts upon your deciding, with ſtill greater Perſpi- 
cuity and Exactneſs, the important Queſtion following; Whether 
it 1s not incumbent on the States-General to employ their Mediation 
as ſoon as poſſible, in order to procure a Peace; and, for that 
purpoſe, have recourſe to Negociations ? 

I», PHILOPAXx. 

You have hit upon my Thought; and this Point deſerves a 
clearer and more poſitive Anſwer, as tis certain, that all the In- 
ſtructions, whether private or public, given by us to our Deputies 
at the Hague, tend directly to their employing every Expedient, 
in order for our obtaining a ſpeedy Peace; not to mention that we 
order d them (and this very lately) to make ſecret Overtures for 
that Purpoſe to ſuch Perſons as they may ſuppoſe capable of aſſiſt- 
ing them in ſo ſalutary a Work. Theſe Steps, whatever you may 
object to them, appear to me exceedingly prudent; and I cannot 
think that any ſubſtantial Arguments can be urg'd, for your neg- 
lecting to enter into our Views. | 

CHRYSOLOGOS, 

I believe I can give you ſome excellent Reafons, and ſuch as are 
indiſputable. Methinks I have heard you ſay, that your pacihc 
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the Conſent, indeed, of his Britannic Majeſty. 
PFRHILOPAT, 


| tended to join with the Emperor and the King of Prufia, with 


You ſay ti ue. c = 
: CHRYSOLOGOS, e 
Without firitly examining this fine Project, which will not ap- 


pear very regular or ſolid to Perſons acquainted with theſe Courts, 
and the Nature of the Empire; I cannot think how it will be poſ- 


ſible for you to lay any more Streſs upon it, in caſe you know the 
preſent State of Affairs; and have heard the Anſwer which the Queen 
of Hungary deſigns to make to the Memorial of Mr. de la Noe, the 
French Miniſter ; and which will be communicated forthwith to 
the Diet of the Empire, it having been already ſent to all the fo- 
reign Courts. If you have read this Piece, you cannot but have 
. obſerved, that your beautiful, pacific Edifice, is there demoliſhed, 


by the Declaration which that Princeſs makes towards the Cloſe of 


it; viz. That ſhe cannot admit of the Mediation of the Empire, 
fince its Act of Guarantee of January 11, 1742, is direfly con- 
trary to it. And as the ſame Reaſon, with reſpect to the Guaran- 
tee promis'd for the Auſtrian Succeſſion ſubſiſts clearly with regard 
to us; you: thence may naturally conclude, that ſhe will not, at 
this time, accept of your Mediation, any more than that of the 


Empire: A Circumſtance which decides at once the Queſtion, the 


- purport of which was, Whether we ought, or ought not, to enter 
into a Negociation? | | 
1. PHILOPAX. 

I had heard ſomething about it, but did not imagine that the 

Declaration in queſtion concern'd us in any Manner. However it 

be, I look upon this as a very random Step in the Court of Vienna, 


ſince they thereby lay themſelves open to their Enemies, and give 


them a fair Opportunity of exclaiming againſt the Conduct of her 
Hungarian Majeſty ; and of ſaying, that ſhe muſt be averſe to 
Peace, ſince ſhe ſo induſtriouſly oppoſes every Expedient which 
might facilitate a Negociation. Es | 
CHRVYSOLOGOS. 

Her Enemies may, if they pleaſe, add this Imputation to ſo ma- 
ny others invented by them, tho' employ'd unſucceſsfully; ne- 
vertheleſs, all judicious People will clearly perceive, that Peace 
muſt be very acceptable to the Queen of Hungary, after the ama- 


zing Efforts made by her; and. the deſolate, the miſerable Co 
1 | tion 


= — 


OSS. 
4% OL 
. . \ . 
„ * — * 2 o 
K JS. "x. — 


» — 


ndi- 


==> „„ PIE PIECES 


21 | < 
tion to which all her hereditary Dominions are reduced, that ſhe 
cannot be juſtly ſuſpected to wiſh for a Continuance of the War. 
No Perſon, acquainted with the gentle, the merciful Temper of 
that Princeſs, and the Affection ſhe bears to her Subjects, but muſt 
be firmly of Opinion, that ſhe is ardently deſirous of Peace. How- 
ever, at the ſame time that they are ſenſible of her Tenderneſs, 
they alſo know that ſhe is inſpir'd with a Spirit of Reſolution, a 
Greatneſs of Sou], which will not liſten to any Propoſals of Peace, 
except ſuch as may be ſolid, and produce a general one; ſuch a 
Peace as may comprehend all her Allies, whom ſhe is too gene- 
rous to abandon; in fine, ſuch a One as will ſecure to her the 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of her hereditary Dominions; and, by that 
very Means, the general Tranquility of Germany. All impartial 
and diſintereſted Perſons will perceive, that how defirous ſoever 
this Princeſs may be of Peace, it yet was abſolutely incumbent on 
her to reject the Mediation of the Empire. Firſt, to maintain her 
Right of claiming a Guarantee promis'd by that reſpectable Body, 
which is not now able, (nor indeed is this a fit Seaſon for it) to 
interpoſe its kind Offers of Mediation, but only to- execute its Pro- 
miſes. Secondly, becauſe ſhe was under an indiſpenſible Neceſſity 
of preventing the ill Uſe which might be made of this pretended 
Mediation, in order to raiſe up againſt her, under this ſpecious Ti- 
tle, new Enemies in the Empire. The ſecret Practices of the Emiſ- 
faries of France, and of other ill deſigning People, who have long 
work'd under them, are already but too well known and too ap- 
parent, for them to be permitted to enjoy any longer that ſpecious 
Pretence of plotting and fomenting new Diviſions, and of forming 
new Parties in Germany. This Precaution in the Court of Vienna 
appears to me ſo prudent, ſo neceſſary, that tho' it deprives us, as 
well as the Empire, of the means of negociating, except in Con- 
_ cert with her, I yet cannot forbear applauding it. I ſhall obſerve 
farther, that had not the Queen of Hungary refus'd this Mediation, 
I very much queſtion whether our principal Miniſters would have 
paid much Regard to the Inſinuations of your Deputies of Uzrecht ; 
ſinck They cannot but be firmly perſuaded, that tis not our 
Buſineſs to offer Propoſals of Peace, even tho' we were in that State 
of Impartiality and Indifference which becomes Mediators: But 
that they ſhould be offered by the Power who has moſt to fear 
from the Duration and Conſequences of the War. That for us to 


hazard Propoſals of Peace, would be very imprudent ;.- eſpecially 
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as the Delicacy of the Circumftances, and the Difficulty of com- 
bining the complicated or contradictory Interefts of the Emperor, | 
and the Kings of France and Spain, with thoſe of the Queen of | 
Hungary, of the King of Great-Britain, and our own, would | 
not permit us to offer a Plan, without our running the Hazard of 
offending ſome One of thoſe Powers, and cauſe moſt of them to 
ſuſpect us of Partiality. 
: PHILOPAX. | 

But this would not be the' firſt time the States-General have per- 

form'd ſuch an Office. 2 
1. CHRYSOLOGOS, 

I grant it: But then they have always been fo very unſucceſsful 
on thoſe Occaſions, that Experience of paſt Tranſactions, and the 
Affronts they have met with, ſhould make them leſs officious, and 
more circumſpect, for the future; eſpecially as the tickliſh Cir- 
cumſtances we are now in, would expoſe us to much worſe; ſince 
They would ſcarce venture to offer any Project, without perplexing - 
Affairs ſtill more. To convince you of the Truth of this, I will 
only deſire you to conſider how difficult it will be to obtain a Re- 
ſtitution of Bavaria for the Emperor: For I ſuppoſe that, had 
the States of Utrecht fram'd a Project of Peace, they would not 
have omitted to inſert this Article, in favour of his Imperial Maje- 
ſty ; in order that the Head of the Empire might not continue di- 
veſted of Dominions, Strength, Reſource, and of every Means to 
ſupport his Dignity. And yet I would aſk, whether it would be 
Juſt to require the Reſtitution of Bavaria from the Queen of Hun- 

ary, after her having made a lawful Conqueſt of it, folely by 
her Arms, and without any foreign Aid; and its being very evident 
that ſhe loft Sileia, and was forced to reſign it to the King of 
Pruſſia, merely to prevent her being attack'd, in her other Domi- 
nions, by the combin'd Forces of Bavaria and France, - And if it 
be true, (as every one knows it is) that the Loſs of this Province, 
the richeſt of her Inheritance, is owing to the unexpected Attack 
made by the Emperor; will any One preſume to aſſert, that this 
Princeſs has not a Right to keep, as a Conqueſt, the juſt Indem- 
nification ſhe ſecur'd to herſelf, Sword in Hand; not to mention 
the other vaſt Indemnifications ſhe may lawfully claim from that 
Quarter, as well as from France, for the wild Havock made in 
her Dominions; and the prodigious Conſumption of Men and Mo- 
ney, owing wholly to their unjuſt War, In order to have a per- 
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fect Idea of the Lawfulneſs of this Acquiſition, peruſe Authors 
who have writ upon this Subject. One of them, whoſe Morality 


is the moſt rigid and fevere with regard to Princes, tells us ex- 


preſly : * That thoſe Conqueſts are juſt, which are made in the Do- 


minions of a neighbouring Prince, who had declar'd War without 


Reaſon ; a War which neceſſarily put him to vaſt Expence ; ru- 
in'd Part of his Country ; and for all which a juſt Compenſation 
ought to be made.----The ' offended Party may even keep Poſſeſſion 
of a whole Province, and a large Territory or State: Much more 
fo, if the Party attacking occaſioned the Loſs of a very conſidera- 
ble Kingdom. | 

As Juſtice declares in this Manner in favour of her Hungarian 
Majeſty, how could the States-General preſume, contrary to the 
Laws of Equity, to propoſe ſo unreaſonable a Reſtitution ? and 
eſpecially, with what Face could the Province of Utrecht do this ; 
a Province which, ſo far from taking a ſingle Step in favour of 
this Princeſs, oppos'd all the Motions made to grant her Succours ? 
with what Face, I ſay, could it preſume to preſcribe the Reſtitu- 
tion of Bavaria, without firſt giving her Hungarian Majeſty ſuch 
Equivalents and Indemnifications as may be ſuitable and propor- 
tionate ? 

SOPHON1US, 
I confeſs that this is a very puzzling Caſe : For where could we 
find the requifite Equivalents and Indemnifications ? 
- CHRYSOLOGOS. | | 

I aſk you the ſame Queſtion. Where, indeed, ſhall we find 
them? Surely not in Taly, as the Queen has been obliged to make 
ſuch conſiderable Ceſſions there to the King of Sardinia, for his 
contributing ſo greatly to the Preſervation of the Dominions be- 
longing to that Princeſs in this Country, by affifting her in the un- 
juſt Attacks of Spain, fomented by France. Where then ſhall we 
procure Equivalents ? I ſhould look upon your Principals of Utrecht 


as exceedingly ſkilful, could they hit upon Means to ſolve theſe 


Difficulties, and extricate themſelves from this Labyrinth, and that 


without diſobliging France, their good Friend; and in caſe we 


ſhould not continue the War with Vigour, purſuant to our Syſtem, 
till fuch Time as ſome new Event may furniſh the Expedient 
now ſought for, in order for making a proper Reſtitution. eo 


* Abbe du Gult, of the Inſtitution of a Prince, Part II. Ch. 23, Art. 2. 
- __ Sorno- 


2 
S8orhoflus. | 
From what you have obſerv'd, Chryſologos, methinks 5 = | 
Way for us to get clear of all theſe Difficulties, will be, to cauſe 
Lorrain to be reſtor'd to its ancient Sovereign; an Act of the high- 
elt Juſtice, 
| |  Curys0L060s. 

That's the very Point; either Lorrain muſt be reſtor d, or ſome 
ſuch Equivalent found. But then, to obtain this, is it natural that 
we ſhould purſue the Meaſures already taken with leſs Vigour ? Is 
it not incumbent upon us, on the contrary, to purſue them more in- 
tenſely, and thereby give thoſe Meaſures the greater Force and 
Activity ; and carry them to their higheſt Pitch, in order to oblige 
thoſe unjuſt Poſſeſſors to quit their Uſurpations ; and reſtore to the 
Houſe of Lorrain, to the Defenders and Deliverers of Germany, 
their lawful Inheritance, and the ancient un of their An- 
ceſtors? 

SOPHONIUS, | 

If we © Things ſeriouſly, this Project will be found noble 
and juſt ; and, Phi lopax, you cannot make one reaſonable Ob- 
jection to it. The Connexion of this Argument is concluſive ; and 
has, methinks, the ſame Tendency with both your Reaſonings, 

PHILOPAX. 

I cannot fay but it has. Ihe Subject is important, and your Ar- 
guments are powerful, But ſuppoſe that we, in order for media- 
ting a Peace, had made uſe of his Pruſſian Majeſty ? What Incon- 

veniency do you find in this? We knowing, from an authentic 
Quarter, that the Monarch in queſtion would have been overjoy d 
to go hand in hand with us for this Purpoſe : And I am certain 
that he would not have been diſagreeable to France; at leaſt I have 
very ſtrong Reaſons to think ſo. 
CHRYSOLOGOS. 

Give me leave to obſerve, that it doesnot become ſuch a Common- 
wealth as ours is, toemploy Artifices and Intrigues in Affairs of ſo deli- 
cate and important a Nature; and twould ſhow very little Prudence in 
the States-General to concern themſelves in any manner with ſuch. 
Tis our Buſineſs to leave it to the Judgment of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, whether it may, or may not, be proper for her to employ 
the Mediation of this Prince. But it would be taking too dange- 
rous a Step, for us to attempt to treat with a pgwerful Monarch, 


JO very — to his own * ſo well {kill'd in Politics; 
| and 
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and ſo induſtrious in ſeizing every Opportunity that may turn to 
his own Advantage. Beſides, tis an hundred to one if we ſhould 
find our Account in it. . $a 
SOPHONIUS, 3 
You have fatisfied us fully with regard to the ſeveral Points you 
intended to clear up, one excepted, which yet is thought very im- 
portant, by a Nation ſuch as yours; a Nation naturally diſpos'd to 
Oeconomy; I mean that of the inſupportable Expences to which 
vou mult be neceſſarily liable, in caſe you ſhould reſolve upon 
War, 5 =.” EE 
PrriLoPAx. | 
Right, Sephonius. This Reflexion occur'd alſo to the Province 
of Utrecht, our Principals making uſe of it on every Occaſion. 
They obſerv'd particularly, that the States-General could not enter 
into ſuch Engagements as might produce a Rupture with France, 
without ruining themſelves ; they being utterly unable to bear the 
Expence of it: The Principals of our Province, eſpecially, took 
notice, that they were brought ſo low, were ſo loaded with 
Taxes, and fo deeply in Debt, that it would be abſolutely impoſ- 
ſible for them, not only to furniſh any extraordinary Expences, 
but even to contribute to the current Expences of the Union. For 
you'll pleaſe to obſerve, that we have not the ſame Opportunities 
as the Province of Holland has, to enrich our Subjects. 
|  SOPHONI1US, | 
I am exceedingly ſurpriz d, Philopax, to hear you repreſent the 
State of your Province in ſuch Colours, I having a quite different 
Idea of it, and thought Utrecht was one of the richeſt Cities of 
the Union. And when I reflect on what I have read in your An- 
nals of 1672, whereby it appears that this City alone maintain'd 
thirty-two thouſand Men, in favour of Leuis XIV, your Con- 
queror ; and likewiſe paid a Multitude of our Taxes and Contri- 
butions; I own I can ſcarce comprehend, why they are not now 
able to pay their current Contingent, which is no mighty Sum, 
On this Occaſion, I cannot but take notice, that having the Cu- 
riofity to viſit your Province, I perceiv'd, on what Side ſoever I 
turn'd my Eyes, a prodigious Number of beautiful Gardens, Coun- 
try-ſeats, and Curioſities of every kind ; all which ſpeak Luxury 
and Wealth, rather than the Poverty which you ſeem to plead, 
but with no other View than to keep you from joining in the ſame 


Engagements with Holland; and that you may have the better 
. 5 Oppor- 
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Opportunity of enjoying (indolently and undiſturb'd) not only the 
Conveniencies, but likewiſe the Superfluities of Life; regardleſs 
of what the Conſequences may be, with reſpect to the Welfare of 


our Country. If the Argument drawn from your Finances being ex- 


hauſted were valid, I am certain that the Province of Holland, 
clogg'd with prodigious Debts, might offer ſuch Excuſes with a 
much better grace. | 
| CRRTS0L0GO08, CE 
You'll neyertheleſs find, Sophonius, that our Province will not 


plead any Thing like this, if War ſhould be found inevitable ; and in 


caſe the State of Affairs ſhould require the maintaining a good Sy- 
| ſtem in Europe; and it ſhould be for our true Intereſt to take up 
Arms. You'll then ſee, that the Chiefs of the Province of Hol- 
land are actuated and directed by nobler Principles than thoſe of 
a mean, ſordid Oeconomy ; to which none but limited, narrow 
Minds can deſcend. I can aſſure you that our Province, (and when 
I fay our Province, I thereby mean not only its Governors, but 
almoſt all the Towns and Inhabitants which compoſe it) have too 
Noble, too judicious a Turn of thinking, to violate, merely from 


the ſordid Motive of Oeconomy, their Honour and their Credit, 


and to riſk their Security ; in a word, that they will never depart 
from the general Syſtem which muſt ſecure the Peace of Europe. 
All its principal Members are duly ſenſible, that ſuch important 
Reſolutions -as contribute to the Support and Glory of a Govern- 
ment, ſhou'd never be check'd from Conſiderations of Oeconomy 
and Parſimony. They know, purſuant to the Maxim of a great 
Politician &, that No regard muſt be had to Expences, in Affairs of 
Conſequence, The only Care ſhould be, how to ſupply them. 
They are ſenfble, that a State will never be ruin'd thro' want of 
Reſſources, ſo long as Treaſures and real Riches are poſſeſs'd by 
Individuals : But then they likewiſe know, (at leaſt they ſhould 


not be ignorant of it) that were the Source of theſe Riches to be 


ſtopp'd ; and ſhould our Governors tamely ſuffer, by the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of new Companies among their Neighbours, their ancient 
Commerce to be torn from them; a Commerce which has, hi- 
therto, conſtituted the principal Wealth, and been the great- 
greateſt Support of our Rebublic ; they know ( I fay ) that 
this muſt inevitably ruin and deſtroy our Country, Perhaps it 


* Cardinal de Retz. 
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would be for their Intereſt to reflect Ri mere ion nr the Ra: 


pidity with which the French Eaſt- India Company ſeize upon all 


the Trade of that of Holland; and how that Nation aggrandizes 


itſelf; extends, doubles, trebles, and multiplies its Funds and its 


Credit; by leſſening and deſtroying ours in ſuch a manner, as 
plainly denounces its approaching Ruin. Poffibly it will be proper 
to examine, a little more narrowly, into the Progreſs and Conſe- 
quences of this Evil, which will infallibly, unleſs immediately re» 
dreſs'd, (and that very effectually) bring on the Deſtruction of our 
whole Commonwealth. Should the Government be poor and in 


Debt; yet, a due attention to our Finances; and Syſtems of Oeco- 


nomy, practiſed during Peace, will never fail to remedy this Evil, 
whenever it ſhall be attended to ſeriouſly : And as our Debts do not 


lie among Foreigners, we may pay them without weakening or 


exhauſting the Body Politic. But ſhould we ſuffer the Extinction, 
(by a too violent Diminution of our Commerce) of that Spirit, that 


Life which animates this Body, and cauſes Wealth to circulate into 


the various Members of it; ſhould we ſuffer ourfelves to be diſ- 
poſſeſs'd of that Source whence our Wealth flows, we ſhall ſoon 
fall a Prey to our Enemies. This has carried me farther than I firſt 
intended to go; and I therefore return to you, Ph:lopax, with an 
Exhortation; I mean that you would conſpire with us in our 
Views and the ſeveral Meaſures taken by us. Methinks I have now 
ſaid enough to anſwer the important Queſtion, vis. WHAT oUGHT 
TO BE DONE, in the preſent poſture of Affairs, to promote the 


Advantage, the Felicity and Glory of our Country? 


PHILOPAx. „ 
I cannot ſufficiently thank you, Chryſologus. You have ſo well 
open'd my Eyes, and fo fully diſplay'd, in every reſpect, our true 


| Intereſt, that our Province, if my Arguments can be of weight, 


ſhall change its Methods and Conduct. I now clearly perceive the 
fatal Conſequences which muſt certainly have attended the Neu- 


| trality propos'd by us; and find that we were miſtaken, when we 


depended that this would ſettle us in T ranquility, and prove our 
Security. The manner in which the French now violate the repeated 
Declarations made by them to his Sardinian Majeſty, of obſerving 


a Neutrality in the unjuſt War carrying on by Spain againſt him; 


prove to us, that all the Promiſes and Proteſtations made on their 


part on that Occaſion, were mere Falſity and Deceit. Tis plain 
we 


9 © j * 


we were blind, in being perſuaded that this Crown was ſincerely 
deſirous of Peace. This you have evidently demonſtrated to me ; 


and the Manner in which the French now wantonly engage in a 
new War, by again infringing all their Treaties ; will not permit me 
to doubt, "but that their ſole Deſign, with regard to our Common- 
wealth, was to decoy us, and afterwards hold us faſt in their 


Snares. 1 cannot but be ſenſible, that the Seaſon for uſeful Negocia- | 


tions is not yet come ; but that 'tis our Buſineſs-to haſten it, by 
taking ſuch Meaſures as may be for our preſent as well as future 


Advantage; and by exerting our utmoſt Endeavours for 'the Sup- 


port of the general Syſtem of Europe. I cannot but admire the 
ſolid Principles, by which you have ſo juſtly exploded our impro- 
per Oeconomy : And, laſtly, I am ſtrongly affected with your 


emphatical Obſervations on the fatal Conſequences which mult at- 


tend the Decay of our Eaft-India Trade, by the prodigious In- 
creaſe of that of the French Company, which riſes manifeſtly on 
the Ruin of ours. I am as ſenſible as you (Chryſologus) can be, that 


the States-General ought to weigh theſe Articles very attentively . 


and that they require the ſtricteſt Examination. Nay, I won't ſcru- 

ple to add, that fuch Perſons as may have the Zeal to do this, will 
perform a "moſt efſential Service to their Country, 

| CHRYSOLOGOS, 

I cannot conceal the Joy it gives me, (dear Philopax) to find 
that I have had the good Fortune to bring you over to my Opi- 
nion; and I don't doubt but you will endeavour to make it that 
of all your Friends. | 

PHILOPAX. 

Be aſſur'd I ſhall: And I don't fear making many Proſelytes 
on this Occaſion ; nor deſpair of ſeeing us all united 1 in the ſame 
Views and Principles. 

' ___ SOPHONIUS. 

| That were very much to be wiſh'd: And I am firmly aſſur d, 

Philopax, that the Chiefs of the Province of Utrecht would not de- 

lay a Moment, to adhere to the Body of the Tree; I mean to the 
Body of the Government, were they duly ſenſible of the Prejudice 
which they, by their Obſtinacy, do the Commonwealth in gene- 
ral; and the Diſhonour which thereby reflects upon themſelves in par- 
ticular. They doubtleſs don't know, that in many parts of France 


and Spain, their Oppoſition is confider'd as a Party already form'd 
in 
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in the Government, which divides and weakens it conſiderably ; as 


a Door open'd to the Powers at Variance, that they may ſeize u 

on at Pleaſure ; and which, as ſome boaſt, they are actually Ma- 
ſters of, in order to break the formidable Bonds of that Union, which 
gains you Reſpect from the whole World ; and to blow, feed and fo- 
ment, among you, that Spirit of Diſcord which alone can ruin you. 
Your Province cannot now be ignorant, that this Oppoſition is no 
longer conſider d as one of thoſe reaſonable Contradictions which are 
ſometimes neceſſary, in order to clear up, and diſcover the ſtrong 


and the weak Side of an Argument. This prudent Trial ſeems to 


have been made already before the Public, by the various Pieces 


writ pro and con. As the Majority of the Provinces have joined 


with Holland, the Queſtion is decided; and from that Inſtant the 
Public (or rather all Europe, except France) would term the Reſi- 
ſtance made by your Province no otherwiſe than as Obſtinacy and 
Party-Spirit : And as the Prejudice and Malice of Mankind is ſuch, 
that they always aſcribe to very bad Principles, whatever is thought 
by them unſuitable and unjuſt ; you muſt not be ſurpriz'd, that 
certain Suſpicions ſhould have been rais'd, injurious to ſome of your 
Principals, who had the chief Management of Affairs; tho' I my- 
{elf, ſpite of all that has been told me in that reſpect, look upon 
them as upright Men, and out of the Reach of Suſpicion. Hence 
the Honour of particular Perſons, that of the Province of Utrecht, 
and the Intereſt of the Commonwealth in general, require, that 
we reſtore it to its former Strength and Credit, by a ſteady and 
ſolid Union: For the promoting of which, you, Phzlopax, (as a 
good and zealous Citizen) ſhould exert your utmoſt Endeavours : 
And this is what you now ought to do. Fs 
____ CuRYSOLOGOs. 

It may the more eaſily be effected, as our two Provinces purſue, 
in reality, the ſame Syſtem * of ſupporting her Hungarian Maje- 
iy; of preſerving the States and Forces of the Houſe of Auſtria ; 
of endeavouring to provide, in time, for our Security; of putting our 
Strong-Holds in ſuch a Poſture of Defence as may prevent all Surprize 
and of maintaining ourſelves at laſt in Peace, ſo long as we ſhall not be 


* See the Anſwer made by the Deputies of Utrecht, of January 8, 1743; and 
the Reſolution of the 17th of the ſame Month. See likewtſe the Sow of the 28th 
of March following. 
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proved, by Jawful Motives, to War, And tho! it muſt be con- 
feſs'd, that the French preſent us, at this time, with many; and 
openly violate, with regard to us, the Treaty of Utrecht of 
1713, and the triple Alliance of 1717, by till continuing to re- 
pair the Fortifications of Dunkirh, in direct Oppoſition to the Stipu- 
lations made in the Treaty; and this with ſuch Diſpatch and Activi- 
ty, as may juſtly raiſe a Suſpicion in us of their harbouring evil De- 
ſigns; ſince they not only repair the old Works which lie to- 


wards the Sea; but have likewiſe repair'd and fortified all the Out- 


works of that Town towards our Frontiers. And tho' it be very 

evident that we, by this Infringement on their Side, may juſtly 

look upon the Peace as broke ; yet our Love to Harmony, makes 

us ſtill delay what Treaties impower us to attempt ; and induces 

us to wink at the crying Injuſtice of a latent Enemy, who, fos 

two Centurics, has been meditating our Ruin, 
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DECLARATION 


Notified the 26th of JuLy to the- 


GENERAL Dizr of the EMPI RE, 
HELD AT 


F R 4 N C FOR 7 


BY THE 


FRENCH MINISTER reſiding there: 


WITH £4 


PROPER COMMENTARY. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"HE following Declaration, made by the French 

Miniſter in the Name of his Court, at the Diet 
of the Empire held in, F-arcfort, being couch'd in my- 
ſterious, obſcure, and enigmatical Terms, the Senſe of 
which is not very eaſily diſcover'd : tis believ'd that 


it may be of Service to the Public, to furniſh them 


with a Commentary, by the Aſſiſtance whereof, they 


will be the better enabled to judge of the Force and 
ref of this MASTER-PIECE OF FRENCH POLI- 
10 8. . | 3 * bs | WS kk A , 
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DECLARATION 


notified the 26th of July to the General Diet 
of the Empire, held at Francfort, by the 
French Miniſter reſiding there. = 


HE King, my Maſter, having been informed of the Refolu- 

tion taken by the General Diet of the Empire, to interpoſe its 
Mediation in order for putting an End to the War, lighted up in 
Germany, on occafion of the different Pretenſions with regard to the 
Auſtrian Succeſſion : 'Tis with extreme Pleaſure his Majeſty ſees, 
that ſo natural, ſo ſuitable an Expedient is wer For reſtoring 
the Tranquility of the Empire, and for concluding a Peace between 
the Powers engaged in War. *Twas with no leſs Satisfattion his 
Majeſty heard, that the Emperor and the Queen of Hungary have 


enter'd into a Negoctation ; and intend to devote themſelves, hence- 
forward, wholly to the Care of pacifying their Differences, by ami- 


cable Methods. And as bis Majeſty's Troops enter'd Germany no 
otherwiſe than as Auxiharies ; after having been invited thither by 
its Head, as well as by ſeveral of the moſt powerful Princes of the 
Empire ; and that the Emperor's Forces already obſerve a Neutrali- 


ty His Majeſty did not delay diſpatching Orders to his Armies, com- | 


manding them to retire to the Frontiers of his Kingdom ; he being 
very glad to give the Germanic Body, on the preſent Occaſion, this 
public Teſtimony of the refitude of his Intentions ; and how willing 
be is to join in promoting what ſeems to be the Object of their De- 
Ares; as likewiſe to ſtrengthen the good Correſpondence and friendly. 
Neighbourhood between France and the Empire, on the Foundation of 
Treaties of Peace, TE 


R&R THE 


DECLARATION 


notified the 26th of Fuly to the General Diet 


of the Empire, held at Fraucfort, by the 
French Miniſter refiding there (1). 


99 The Declaration, natified the 26th © 


uly, &c,] The World might juſtly 
4 urid. at ſeeing a Declaration, fuch 


as that which Mr. de la Newe preſented 


to the Diet of the Empire; if the Poiſon 
wrapt up in it, and which its Authors 


were deſirous of concealing under the ſpe- 
cious Veil of Friendſhip, did not diſcover 
itſelf ſufficiently. 


And indeed; can any Thing be more 
burleſque than ſuch a Declaration pre- 
fented by a French Miniſter? Would 
one nat conclude, that we hear a Man, 


after ſetting Fire to a Houſe, return 


Thanks, in the moſt polite manner, to 


2 Perſon, who, in order to extinguifh it, 
- ſhould bring a little Vial of Roſe-water ; 


and expatiate in the moſt pompous Terms 
on this noble Expedient ; this Expedient 


fo natural and ſuitable ; the Diſcovery 
. whereof was ſo very happy, for check- ' 
ing the Progreſs of the Flames? But 


what are really the public Teſtimonies 
which the French now give of their Love 
for Germany ? Mere Sounds; vain, empty 
Words, which can no longer impoſe up- 
on any Body. Is it not notorious to the 
whole World, that this Court, looking 
already upon Germany as their own, cou'd 
not but be griev'd to ſee themſelves drove 


"THE King, my Maſter, having been informed of the Reſolution 
| taken by the General Diet of the Empire (2), to interpoſe 


ts 
di- 


from it; and to find that they now can 
have recourſe only to honey'd Words, 
in hopes thereby of procuring their re- 
turn into-this much-lov'd Country, which 
they left with extreme Regret? 

It may de proper to obſerve ; that ſuch 
Politicians as weigh Matters maturely, 
are of Opinion, that the French were in- 


duced, by tuo Motiues, to make this 


Declaration. The fir/# whereof is as 


follows : 


The Deſign of the French was, to 
perplex her Hungarian Majeſty ; and de- 
prive her of the Succour of her Allies, 
by endeavouring to perſuade the World, 
that the Motives for allowing that Prin- 
ceſs theſe Succours (the principal of which 
Motives is the unjuſt War carried on 
againſt her) are entirely ceas'd. 

The French Court concluded, that for 
this Purpoſe, they needed but ſhroud and 
diſguiſe the Elector of Bavaria under the 
Mantle of the Imperial Dignity ; and 
make him act a moſt whimſical Part; 
that of a neutral Prince in his own 
Cauſe. Tis manifeſt that the Defign of 
the French is, to ſecure the Elector in 
queſtion, by the Aſſiſtance of this Diſ- 
guiſe, from the Purſuit of his Enemy. 
The Court of Verſailles, upon a m__ 
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ſition that the War, between the Queen 
of Hungary and the Elector of Bavaria, 
is ended; flatter themſelves that, to at- 
tain their Ends, they need only throw 
off the ridiculous Mask of Auxiliaries ; 
a Mask affumed with no other View, 
than thereby to deſtroy the Remains of 
the Houſe of Auftria. They hope, by 
theſe Metamorphoſes, to impoſe ſo far 
upon all Europe; that the Court of Vi- 


enna, and its Allies, ſhall no longer be 


able to carry on their defenſive War a- 
gainſt the Emperor and France; without 
making new Declarations of War, which, 
by changing the State of Things, will 


__ empower the United Provinces to with- 


draw the Succours they are now ſending 


ts the Confederate Army. Nevertheleſs, 
is it not evident to a Demonſtration, that 


the States- General, conformably to the 
Engagements they entered into, by the 


Treaties of 1731 and 1732, are obliged 


not only to furniſh Succours, but like- 
wiſe to continue them till ſuch Time as 
a Peace may be perfectly concluded; 
and till the Queen of Hungary ſhall have 


obtained, agreeably to the expreſs Con- 


ditions of the Treaty, the Satisfaction 
and Indemnifications due to her with en- 


tire Security? As tho? if were not evi- 
dent, and agreed upon by all the Civi- 


hans, that a War, begun by an unjuſt 
Aggreſſor, does not ceaſe to be defenſive, 
when, after reſiſting his firſt Attacks, 
we purſue him even into his own Do- 
minions; thereby to prevent his making 
any new Attempts, Is it enough there- 
for for a Murderer to borrow a Diſguiſe, 


in order to perpetrate an Aſſaſſination ; 


and afterwards throw off his fictitious 


Dreſs, to elude the Purſuit of Juſtice ? 


Or will thoſe whoſe Life he ftrove to 


take away, drop their Arms; without 


endeavouring to fecure themſelves from 
a freſh Attack, becauſe the Ruffian had 
ſheath'd his Sword? 


Mediation in order for putting an End to the War, lighted up 1 1 Ger- 


many, 


The ſecond Motius which prompted 
the French to make this Declaration, is 
no leſs evident than the fit. 

This Court, whoſe Intrigues and Ar- 
tifices multiply in proportion as their 
Strength decreaſes ; the Inſtant they find 
themſelves puſh'd Home, endeavour to 
get Time for breathing ; and to ſeize ſome 
Opportunity, which may offer itſelf, for 
carrying on their Deſigns, with greater 
Obſtinacy and Boldneſs than ever. Tis 
in theſe Views they act at preſent, in 
order to raiſe Doubts and Scruples in 
weak and narrow Minds; and to cauſe 
Time (now ſo precious) to be trifled 
away in uſeleſs Enquiries; thereby to 
ſuſpend, if poſſible, the Operations of the 
victorious Armies of the Allies, by whom 
they are afraid of being over-powered ; 
ſo great a Panic has ſeiz d their Generals 
as well as their Soldiers, 

'Tis not without Dread, that this 
Court ſees mighty Princes, Sword in 


hand; and a powerful Monarch ready to 


compleat, with Succeſs, the nobleſt and 
moſt glorious of all Enterprizes. They 
would gladly, by their Legerdemain Arts, 
check and ſuſpend Efforts, whoſe Ten- 
dency is to diſconcert, for a long Courſe 
of Years, their ambitious Projects. They 
perceive, on the other Hand, a formi- 
dable Commonwealth, which, opening 
at laſt its Eyes, and being defirous of 
procuring a ſolid and general Peace, ſend 
out their Troops as Honour and their En- 
gagements require. The French would fain 
impoſe upon, dazzle and ſeduce the States- 
General by falſe Arguments; and thus make 
them loſe the Opportunity of labouring et- 
fectually at Peace, and taking ſuch Mea- 
ſures on that Occaſion as may be for the 


Advantage of their Country in general. 


Farther, as the French at laſt perceive, 
that all the great Princes of the Empire 
are now free, and enabled to act agree- 


ably to the true Intereſt of their common 
Country, 


. 
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many (3), on eccafion of the 


different Pretenſions with regard to the 


e 
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Auſtrian Succeſſion : Ils with extreme Pleaſure his Majeſty ſees (4), 


that ſo natural, ſo ſuitable (5) an Expedient is employ'd, for reſtoring 


Country, which calls for the humbling 
of the Power of France; To thence 
dread the Reſolutions of theſe Princes ; 
and therefore, to perplex and embarraſs 
Them, they ſtill dare to cajole them 


with ſoothing Words and Careſſes ; the 


Hypocriſy whereof is plainly demon- 
ſtrated, by the dreadful Havock which 
their Armies have made in moſt Parts of 
Germany. * 

(2) The Reſolution taken by the Gene- 
ral Diet.] We will take it for granted, 
that the greateſt: Part of the Princes of 
the Empire who voted for this Reſolution, 
were prompted to it by the moſt juſt and 
moſt ſolemn Motives; but then it may 
be proper to obſerve, that the Motive of 
two Monarchs who ſuggeſted and pro- 
poſed it to the Diet, is extremely odious. 
The Myſtery of this Mediation is e- 
nough manifeſted, for the World to per- 
ceive it to be met ely a new Stratagem to 


divide Germany againſt Germany; and to 


compleat its Ruin, by ſowing inteſtine 
Feuds and Diviſions. But to ſpeak plain- 
er: All Perſons acquainted with the State 


of Things know, that the French in- 


tended, by this means, to draw ſeveral 
Princes of the Empire into ſuch an En— 
gagement (from the hopes of fiſhing in 
troubled Waters) as might induce them 
to take up Arms againſt the Queen of 
Hungary; and, upon the ſpecious Pre- 
tence of reſtoring Peace, ſtir up new 
Enemies againſt her, who then would 


have preſcribed ſuch Conditions only, as 


being drawn from the ſame Quiver with 
a certain Project, whoſe Ridiculouſneſs 
has made it known to all Europe; muſt 
inevitably have perpetuated the War, 
and ruin'd her Hungarian Majeſty and 
all Germany. T his is no random or fic- 
titious Aﬀertion, *Tis known to the 
whole World, that this Mediation of the 
Empire, purſuant to the firſt Project 


the 


which appeared in Fanuary 1743, was 
to be ſupported by an Army formed by 


the Princes of Germany ; in order to force 


the Queen of Hungary to ſubmit to 


whatever Law they might preſcribe ; and 


not France, the Contriver of this Pro- 
jet, nor the Emperor its Ally, Now 


what would this Law have been, at leaſt 


the Effects of it? No leſs than the De- 
ſtruction of the Houſe of Auſtria, the 
Bondage of the Germanic Body; and, 
ſoon after, the Conqueſt of all thoſe 


Countries which are ſo unhappy as to lie 


at the Diſcretion of France. This mighty 
Project, indeed, is vaniſhed ; ſeveral re- 
ſpectable Members of the Empire hav- 
ing, very ſeaſonably, diſcovered the Ar- 
tifice concealed under it ; as appears from 
their Anſwers contained in the Proto- 
collum, or Regiſter, of the Diet, *T was 
then the French Court found themſelves 
obliged to purſue the ſame Plan of Me- 
diation, in hopes of drawing the mari- 
time Powers into it, and particularly the 
United Provinces ; thereby to keep them 
in a State of Inactivity, and check the 
Deſign they already ſeem reſolv'd to pur- 
ſue; I mean that of obeying the Dic- 
tates of Equity, and fulfilling their En- 
gagements. | 

(3) The War lighted up in Germany.] 
Would one not conclude, that the War 
in queſtion had lighted up itſelf ? Or ra- 
ther, does not this random and infidious 
Expreſſion ſufficiently point out Thoſe 
who brought the fiiſt Brand? *Tis uni- 
verſally known, that the Intrigues of 
France ſet Germany in a Flame; and 
that had not the former Crown cheriſh'd 
it with an uncommon Zeal, *twould 
have been ſoon extinguiſhed. DS 

(4) *'Tis with extreme Pleaſure his 
Majeſiy ſces.] One or other of theſe two 
Things muſt have happen'd : Either the 


Wire 


Peace, which this Mediation of the Em- 
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the Tranquility of the Empire (6) 


37 


„and for concluding a Peace be- 


tween the Powers engag d in War (7). 'Twas with no leſs Satis- 


pire ſhould procure, was to be concluded 
without the Concurrence of France, and 
excluſive of it; in which Caſe what 
Man could be ſo ſimple as to believe, that 
the French King would take an extreme 
Pleaſure in ſeeing ſuch a Peace? Or elſe 
the Emperor is to treat only in concert 
with France; but this would be a Snare, 
with regard to her Hungarian Majeſty 
and the Liberty of the Germanic Body, 
of infinitely more dangerous Conſe- 
quence than the violent Methods hitherto 


employed by the French Court. 


(5) So natural and ſo ſuitable.] How 
ſoft and gentle is the Style employed by 


the French the 26th of Fuly, 1743 ! Hi- 


therto they thought Fire and Sword the 


moſt ſuitable and natural Methods to ruin 


the Houſe of Auſtria: But ever ſince that the 
Bravery, both of the Troops of her Hun- 


garian Majeſty, and of her Allies, ob- 


lig'd thoſe unnatural Intruders to repaſs 
the Rhine, theſe Mediations become 
(pre/io) natural and ſuitable Expedients. 

(6) For reſtoring the Tranquility of the 
Empire.] This is not the Thing wanted. 


Tranquility is reſtored to the Empire the 


Moment the French are drove out of it. 
The Buſineſs therefore now is, to ſhut 


the Door againſt Them; and not be ex- 
pos'd, for the future, to the unnatural 
Attempts of that haughty Nation, wo 


will be ever ready to ſeize the firſt Op- 
portunity, which a War with the Turks 
may offer them, or ſome other Event, 
in order to attempt a Blow like to that 
in which they juſt now failed. The 
Buſineſs therefore is, to take Advantage 
of the happy Conjuncture which preſents 
itſelf, for oppoling a Barrier to their Am- 
bition, by concluding ſuch a Peace as 
may reſtore the Empire to its ancient 
Limits; and the Princes to the Inheri- 
tances of their Anceſtors, of which they 


Faction 


have been unjuſtly diſpoſſeſs'd : The Bu- 
ſineſs, in concluding a Peace, is, to form 
and cement a new Alliance with all ſuch 
neighbouring Princes as may be under 


the like Apprehenſions with us, of being 


oppreſs'd by France. And as this Al- 
liance ought to be calculated for the com- 
mon Preſervation ; all the neceſſary Mea- 
ſures ſhould be taken, to check inſtantly 
the impetuous Enterprizes of the Crown 
in queſtion, We muſt endeavour to 
unite together ; to engage and bind our- 
ſelves mutually, by all ſuch Methods as 
a provident and wiſe Policy can ſuggeſt ; 
in order that we may no longer be the 
Dupe of the Artifices uſually employed 
by them, to engage Princes, by inſidious 
Hopes, to enter into their Views; tho” 
all ſuch as do join in them, ſoon fall the 
Victims of their Power. 

The Buſineſs will be to employ ſuch 


Meaſures as may prevent the French from 


entertaining any more Hopes of extend- 
ing their tyrannical Sway over Germany, 
or preſume to give an Emperor to it. 
This is one of the moſt important Points 
to be conſider'd ; and nothing can be of 
greater Advantage than the taking early 
Precautions for that Purpoſe. 

In fine, now is the Seaſon for form- 
ing one of thoſe grand Treaties that may 
ſecure the Tranquility of the Empire ; 


and which are never practicable except 
when the moſt formidable Party does not 
preſcribe a Law to the reſt ; but 1s, in 


ſome meaſure, obliged to receive it from 
them : A general Peace, ſuch a one as 


may comprehend the ſeveral Powers of 
Europe now at Variance; and which 
will, at one and the ſame Time, put an 


End to all the Diviſions, by not leaving 
the leaſt Shadow of Pretence, to thoſe 
who ſo artfully endeavour to keep ſome 
in Reſerve, 


L (7) And 


4 
faction his Majeſty heard (8), that the Emperor and the Queen of 
Hungary have entered into a Negociation; and intend to devote 
 « themſelves, henceforward, wholly to the Care of pacifying their Dif- 
' ferences (g) by amicable Methods. And as his Majeſty's Troops en- 
ter'd Germany no otherwiſe than as Auxiharies (10) ; after having 
been invited thither by its Head (11), as well as by ſeveral of the 
| wa. 
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(7) And for procuring a Peace be- 
tween the Powers engag d in War.] Had 
it not been for the Succeſs of Prince 


Charles in Bavaria, and the Defeat of 


the French at Dettingen ; what Reſolu- 
tions ſoever the Diet might have taken, 
they would never have prevailed upon 
the French to evacuate Germany. 

(8) *Twas with no leſs Sati faction his 
Majeſty heard.) This Article is ſtrictly 
true; and the Satisfaction of hearing, 


that the Emperor and the Queen of Hun- 


gary are labouring to reconcile their Dif- 
ferences by amicable Methods, is certain- 
ly equal to the extreme Pleaſure with 
which his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ſaw, 
that an Expedient had been found for re- 
ſtoring Tranquility to the Empire, To be 
ſerious ; the French perceiving that oPEN 
Fox cE had prov'd ſo unſucceſsful both 
to themſelves and their Ally, they there- 
fore were overjoy'd to try what Nego- 
tiations would do. For this purpoſe, it 
was neceſſary to make the Emperor pro- 
poſe One; the French King being firmly 
perſuaded, that no Power would be con- 
cern'd in negociating with Them, un- 
leſs previous Securities were obtain'd. 

(9) That the Emperor and the Queen 
of Hungary had entered into a Negoci- 
ation; and intend to devote themſelves, 
henceforward, entirely to the Care of pa- 
cifying their Differences.] The Peace and 
the pretended Neutrality are conſequently 
not yet compaſs'd, ſince Negociations 
are ſtill carrying on: But on what 
Grounds can the French, who inform us 
of this Particular, preſume to affirm to 
the Diet of the Empire, that theſe two 
Powers, who are ſtill at Variance, will 


devote themſelves, benceforward, entirely 


to the Care of pacifying their Differences ? 
now of any Agreement, any 
ſign'd, for diſcontinuing all 


Hoſtilities ?\ Did her Hungarian Majeſty 


tell them this in Confidence ? Or, to ſay 
, has not this Princeſs ex- 
preſsly declared the contrary ? W hat then 
can all ſuch Aſſurances, all ſuch chime- 
rical Suppoſitions mean? Do they not 
evidently ſhow, that the ſole View of the 
Inventors of them, is to miſlegd weak 
Minds; and that they lay A little too 
much Streſs on the Weakneſs, the Want' 
of Skill, and Ignorance of certain Pow- 


ers? And is not the ſuppoſing ſuch Pow- 


ers ſtark blind a high Inſult upon them ? 

(10) As Auxiliaries.] By Auxiliary is 
meant an Adjunct or Acceſſory, which 
ſuppoſes a Principal, Now we here ſee 
an hundred and fifty thouſand French 
ſent to ſerve as Auxiliaries to a Handful 
of Bavarians, who might very naturally 
be term'd Frenchmen, ſince *tis univer- 
fally known, that they were paid with 
French Money. If theſe French T roops, 
as they were ſo exceedingly numerous, 


ought to be conſider'd as the Principal, 


they yet cannot be look'd upon as Ad- 


juncts by their Actions. It muſt be con- 


feſs'd indeed, that the Auxiliary Forces 
in queſtion have faithfully aſſiſted in de- 
vouring Bavaria : But then They, on the 
other hand, did not once endeavour to 
aſſiſt the Bavarians. 

(11) After having been invited thither 


by its Head.] We are not ſurpriz'd to 


hear a French Miniſter change the mean- 
ing of Terms; tocall a Prince's refuſing 
to let himſelf be diveſted of his Domi- 
nions, Ob/tinacy ; the Deſign of lighting 
up a bloody War, pacific Intentions ; the 

perfdious 
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moſt power ful Princes (12) of the Empire; and that the Emperor's 


Forces already obſerve a Neutrality (13); his Majeſty did not delay 
diſpatching Orders to his Armies, commanding them to retire to the 
Frontiers of his Kingdom; be being very glad to give the Germanic 


perfidious Careſſes made a Nation, in no 
other View than to lull it aſleep, and en- 
ſlave it the firſt Opportunity which may 
offer for that purpoſe, a peculiar Ten- 
derneſs exerciſed towards ſuch Nation. 
Expreſſions like theſe are nevertheleſs em- 
ployed; and how odious ſoever this A- 
buſe of Terms may be, They yet have 
accuſtomed Us to them. But it muſt be 
confeſs'd, that tis exceedingly odd to 
hear the French preſume to aſſert, that 
they were invited into the Empire by its 
Head. The French entered the Empire 
in Augu/? 1741; and the Duke of Ba- 


varia was not elected Emperor till the 


End of February 1742. Does not the 
Honour of a Sovereign call upon him to 
puniſh a Miniſter, who aſſerts ſuch pal- 
pable Falſities in his Name? 

(12) Several of the moſt powerful 
Princes.] At this rate, every Time the 
French, by raiſing ambitious Deſires in 
certain Princes of the Empire, or by cor- 
rupting” ſome of their Miniſters, ſhall 
have fomented Troubles in Germany, 
they may over-run it with their Armies; 
attempt the Conqueſt of it; and, in cafe 
this is endeavour'd without Succeſs, they 
need only declare that they have done; and 
ſo march Home. Their Frontiers will be 
an inviolable Aſylum, whither no One 
will dare to purſue Them; and neither 
the Empire, nor the Party injur'd, ſhall 
require any Reparation or Indemnifica- 
tion. We need but admit, in favour of 
the French, this new Maxim of the Right 
of Nations; and *twill ſecure them the 
Conquelt of Germany, one Day or other. 
The Attempt lately made by them for 
that purpoſe was unſucceſsful; but ſhould 
this go unpuniſh'd, they'll not fail to re- 
new it the Inſtant they have taken 
Breath; and this fo often as may be re- 


quiſite, till they ſhall have obtain'd what 
they ſo eagerly pant after. They need 
but return a ſecond, or at moſt a third 
Time. *T was next to a Miracle that 
they fail'd in their Project now; and *tis 
not a Year and half ſince, that they ri- 
dicul'd in all Places thoſe who dar'd ſo 
much as to hope it; the foilowing Phraſe 
being every Moment in their Mouths : 
the Siege of Vienna is reſolved upon at 
Verſailles. The only Thing theretore to 
be done by the Empire, as well as by all 
Europe, is, either to make the French re- 
ſolve never to ſet their Foot again in Ger- 
many; or elſe put them out of a Condi- 
tion to do this, in caſe they ſhould ever 
harbour again ſuch a Deſign. 

(13) The Emperor's Forces already ob- 
ſerve a Neutrality. ] It muſt be confeſs'd, 


that we here have ſomething new under 


the Sun. A Neutrality quite compleat- 
ed, and that becauſe the Elector of Ba- 


varia affirms it to be ſo; and imagines 


it neceſſary for his Purpoſe, the better to 


conceal his Intelligence with the Court of 
France, Ts it not well known that the 


Queen of Hungary declar'd to all Europe, 
that ſhe could not, for more Reaſons 


than one, liſten to a Neutrality, this be- 
ing, in one reſpect, merely a Snare; and 


in the other, a Circumſtance which re- 


medies nothing, and does not procure ei- 
ther Indemnification for what is paſt, or 
Security for the Time to come. And yet, 
ſhould we ſtrictly examine this whimſical 
Neutrality, *twould be found no new 
Thing. The French, thoſe tender, thoſe 
generous Friends to the Duke of Bavaria, 
communicate to him one of their Privi- 
ledges, viz. that when their Troops are 
drove from a Country they juſt before 
had laid waſte, and are obliged to march 
back to their Frontiers, they need but 

cry 
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Body, on the freſent Occafion, this public Teftimony of the Recti- 
tude of bis Intentions (14); and how willing he is to join in pro- 
moting what ſeems to be the Object of their Defires (15) ; as like- 


wiſe 70 ftrengt/ en the good Correſpondence and friendly Neighbourhood 


cry aloud, Peace, Peace; and this ſhall 
juſtly ſecure them from being purſued. 
The Neutrality between the Queen of 
H»:n7ary and the Elector of Bavaria is 
juli as well grounded, and altogether as 
natural, as the Peace between this Prin- 
ceſs and France. But a Circumſtance 
that remains hitherto unparallePd, and 


which will ſcarce; appear credible to fu- 


ture Ages is; that a Prince, after attack- 
ing a neighbouring Power with the high- 
eſt Injuſtice, and finding himſelf repuls'd, 
declar'd, that ſince Matters were on ſuch 
a Foot, he was neuter in his own Cauſe : 
In all Probability we ſhall, one Day or 
other, ſee him act as Mediator in it. 

(14) Of the Rectitude of his Inten- 


tions, ] The Project form'd by the French 


for ruining the Queen of Hungary; and 
for engaging the principal Members of 
the Empire to take up Arms one againſt 
the other ; their Cunning in taking Ad- 
vantage of an Opportunity, at a Time 
that another Wax was' carrying on in 
Germany ; the free and eaſy manner in 
which we have ſeen them act in Oppo- 
ſition to their own Engagements and the 
moſt ſolemn Treaties; the plain and 


open manner in which their Troops have 


laid waſte ſeveral Provinces, and ſet fire 
to many Cities, even in the very Coun- 
try of their dear Ally, by committing 
unheard-of Outrages. In fine, their Ne- 
gociations at Conſtautinople, tho' fruit- 
leſs; and their ſecret Practices, ſtill car- 
rying on in ſeveral Courts of the Em- 
pire: Theſe (I ſay) united, prove evi- 
dently tolall Europe, the Rectitude of the 
Intentions of the Court of France. 

(15) What ſeems to be the Object of 
their Deſires.] Ought the French to have 
waited for this Reſolution of the Diet, in 


order to diſcover, not what SEEMs % be 


the Object of the Defires of the Germanic 


(16) be- 


Body, but what they really do deſire? 


Can any one doubt; but that the Ger- 


manic Body deſire Tranquility and Safe- 


ty; and the Maintenance of their fun- 
damental Laws? Is it not expreſsly de- 
clared, in the moſt authentic Acts, that 
the Germanic Body are deſirous, that 


there may be an entire Liberty in the 


Election of an Emperor; that the 
Golden Bull may be obſerv'd? That the 


Pragmatic Sanction, which was not near 


ſo much calculated for the Advantage of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, as for the Preſer- 
vation and Security of the Empire, may 
not be trampled upon? That not ſo much 
as even the Shadow of Infraction may 
be found in Capitulations, by which 
the Emperor is engag'd, not to invite 
any foreign Troops into Germany, for 
his particular Quarrels ?—But (good Hea- 
vens!) what Troops? The implacable 
Enemies to the German Name ; Ene- 
mies who have diſmember'd ſome of the 
richeſt Provinces of the Empire, laid 
waſte its Plains, depopulated its Cities, 
deſtroyed its Churches and Palaces, and 
violated the Sepulchres of its Princes. 
(16) To ſtrengthen the good Correſpon- 
dence and friendly Neighbourhood, ] Ex- 
perience ſhows, that no friendly Vicinity, 
no good Correſpondence, can be ſolidly 
eſtabliſh'd with a Power who is inceſſant- 
ly coveting the Dominions of his Neigh- 
bours; except ſo far as the latter ſhall 


put themſelves in a good Poſture of De- 


fence, and have nothing to fear from 
him. This is what all the Powers con- 
tiguous to France ſhould now labour at 
ſeriouſly ; firmly perſuaded at the ſame 
Time, that they will not be able to ſuc- 
ceed in this particular, except by their 
firm Union, and their common Concur- 
rence, in ſupporting, with Conſtancy and 
Vigour, their Meaſures and Efforts to the 
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(15) between France and the Empire, on the Foundatton of Treattes 


of Peace (17). 


End; by ſtrengthning them, even in pro- 
portion as they draw nearer to the Con- 
cluſion of a general Peace. By this Expe- 
dient only they will be able to gain by 
the exceſſive Expences they have hitherto 
been at; to reap the Fruits of them; 
and procure to themſelves the requiſite 
Indemnifications, which cannot be re- 
fuſed. On the contrary, ſhould they, by 
their Irreſolution and Inconſtancy, let 
flip this favourable Opportunity; and 
not have the Skill to make a proper Uſe 
of their Advantages; they then may na- 
turally expect to feel the dire Effects of 
the ſtrongeſt Reſentment of a Crown, 
which will not fail to profit by their 
Weakneſs; and take Vengeance for the 
Terrors to which they had expos'd it. 
(17) On the Foundation of Treaties of 
Peace.] Nothing can be more reaſon- 
able: Tis on the Foundation of paſt 
| Treaties that we muſt build the preſent 


One; the Treaty which may put an 
End to this War ; eſpecially on that of 
the Guarantee of the Pragmatic Sancti- 
on. The Condition, therefore, of the fu- 
ture Treaty ought to be, (beſides the 
recovery of the Dukedoms of Lorrain 
and Bar, to which France has not the 
leaſt Claim or Right) the Satisfaction 
which the Queen of Hungary is juſtly 
impower'd to demand; the Indemnifi- 
cations ſne may lawfully require; and 
her entire Security for the future: The 
whole agreeably to the expreſs Terms of 
this ſo ſolemn Treaty; and which, as 
being the laſt, muſt annull all the pre- 
ceding Ones. But at whoſe Expence 
muſt theſe Indemnifications, this Satis- 
faction, and this Security be made? Theſe 
Queſtions the public Voice (in which it 
agrees perfectly with the Law of Nati- 
ons) has already determin'd, 


Fiat Tuſtitia, ne pereat mundus. 
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